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PULSE INSPECTION CERTIFICATION FORMAT CHANGE 

 
1. PURPOSE  

 
The purpose of this program notice is to announce that the Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) is revising the format of selected official inspection 
certificates.  The changes will take place on the FGIS Form 994 – Commodity submitted 
Sample Inspection, FGIS Form 993 – Commodity Inspection Certificate and FGIS 7 – 
Commodity Weight Certificate for the graded commodity Pulses (Beans, Peas and 
Lentils) only.   

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 

In 2007, GIPSA announced the new Certificate (CRT) application that automated the 
certificate process as well as revised the format of all official inspection certificates.  The 
format revision included the placement of the FGIS logo watermark in the center of the 
inspection certificates.  This transition took place effortlessly with one exception: when 
certificates were faxed to applicants the watermark appears to get darker, causing the 
factor results and remarks information to be difficult to read.  The fax option is utilized 
solely in the Pulse inspection areas.  

 
3. CERTIFICATION CHANGES  
 

The following changes will be made to the FGIS Form 994 – Commodity submitted 
Sample Inspection, FGIS Form 993 – Commodity Inspection Certificate and FGIS 7 – 
Commodity Weight Certificate for the graded commodity Pulses (Beans, Peas and 
Lentils) only .  

 
• The FGIS watermark will be re-sized and repositioned to the lower right hand 

location of the certificate. 
   

The effective implementation date will be July 1, 2013.  Certificates displaying the 
watermark in the center of the Pulses inspection certificate may not be used after the 
implementation date.  Official agencies will need to contact their software providers for 
initiating appropriate software changes.  GIPSA must approve all agency-created 
certificates.  The attached example shows the required change.  Submit specimen copies 
by June 14, 2013, to Janine Goodson for review and approval by email 
at janine.k.goodson@usda.gov.   Agencies whose certificate software has not been 
revised by the implementation date will be required to use GIPSA’s CRT program for 
issuing certificates. 
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4. ACTIONS 
 

Retain this notice until all handbooks, and program directives have been updated to 
reflect the format changes.   

 
5. QUESTIONS 
 

Please direct any questions or requests concerning this policy to Beverly Whalen, 
Policies, Procedures, and Market Analysis Branch (PPMAB) at (816) 659-8410, or email 
at beverly.a.whalen@usda.gov or Patrick McCluskey, PPMAB, at (816) 659-8403, or 
email at patrick.j.mccluskey@usda.gov. 

 
/s/Robert Lijewski 
 
Robert Lijewski, Director 
Field Management Division 
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